





Reason #1: ADA uncompliant roads and intersections

1.

Out-dated testing of traffic impact studies and volume for Gold Fork Road given the
allowances of occupation/ land parcels approved for buildable single-family homes
to the area. An impact study is required along side the County’s approval of
compliances to approve this development. This is not met.

No Speed Limit signs on entire Gold Ford Rd.

No corner warning signs on major blind corners that comply with speed limit
requirements.

4. No School Bus Stop signage on entire Gold Fork Rd.

. Improper intersection signage on Gold Fork Rd and numerous locations. See

appendix for pictures and descriptions.

A written and approved plan by the Valley County Road Department that includes
costs associated to improve roads impacted by traffic from Eld Ranch Estates and
obtain compliance for such a development to be approved. Roads and intersection
in which should be required to be considered but not limited to are; Gold Ford Rd
intersection at the bridge, Gold Fork Ln, Barker loop, Zoon In, Barker Ln. As seen in
the appendix, these roads to no currently have adequate stop signs, intersection
signs, turn warning signs, speed limits, school bus stops, etc., and are required by
law prior to approval and/ or the start of construction.

We'd request omittance of future phases and road requests due to lack of
compliance and planning. See appendix for supporting descriptions and images.
Future phases and or roads other than that necessary for phase 1 should be omitted
from this proposal for approval. A secondary road access is not needed and if it
were to be considered upon the approval of future phases, proper due diligences
would have to met for public safety. Not complying with such diligences prior to
approve can result in penalties and legal action upon Valley County through State
and Federal agencies in which would ultimately harm all Valley County tax payers.
The second phase proposed road would add an additional mile of drive distance
though steep grade elevation changes. This road has no merit or value to any lot in
Eld Ranch Estates and only increases the risk of automobile accidents in poor
weather conditions which are common to the area. Automobile accidents within 5
miles of peoples residences are one of highest causes.






Valley County should require proof of all said claims by accredited local, state and federal

agencies. Below is a list of such claims and their inability to meet the requirements needed
to be approved by Valley County;

1.

irrigation rights and water - portions of parcels listed do have water rights. These
parcels should be omitted from the plan unless water rights have been removed
through legal remedies.

Affect of future wildfire risk ~ 90% of wildfire is human caused. Subdivisions in highly
flammable forested areas should be required to submit a formal wildfire mitigation
plan. No plan was done, only general good practices were stated from online
resources, and promised to consider such a plan if they are allowed to develop the
remaining 7 phases.

Simpco Estates is at extreme risk with subdivisions surrounding the land below.
With directional prevailing winds and the geographical make up of the canyon, these
subdivisions propose a substantial threat to human life.

Section 12.0 Idaho Fish and Game Eld Ranch Estates states that “We intend to
incorporate his recommendation in our CCR’s. This is not a definitive statements.
CCR’s should be required to be submitted prior to approval to ensure that the rules
and regulation of the Idaho Fish and Game are met.

Furthermore, Eld Ranch Estates makes reference to a recreational pond, timbered
areas and common areas otherwise known as wetlands or water mitigation areas.
The Idaho Fish and Game require legal water rights issued by the ‘ldaho Department
of Water Resources’. Such documentation has not been provided. Until such
documents are provided, the County should not approve this subdivision or any of
its said ‘phases’. The property should be studied and surveyed for wetlands and
have a water mitigation plan on file prior to approval.

There are also numerous bird species that are federally protected potentially in
jeopardy of loosing their breeding and feeding grounds.

Impact on surrounding farming businesses — We ask that Valley County Planning
and Zoning committee consider the best use of land occupied east of Highway 55.
Recreation is on the West of highway 55. Use of land to the East is disruptive to
traffic dangers entering and exiting Highway 55. It is also disruptive to one of our
areas largest economic values, livestock production (primarily cattle). Valley County
should consider putting in zoning regulations in which support the future growth and
costs of said economic development. Disrupting land in which allow lease
contracts and ranching businesses to easily move livestock from one area to
another will dramatically increase the costs and viability of such businesses. These
businesses also provide the said environment of Eld Ranch Estates “Nature-Centric



5.

Lifestyle” in which adds value to our properties. Keeping farming and irrigation
practices in place mitigates fire risk by keeping lands irrigated.

Well & Water testing was not done within the geographical required to meet said
statements in the proposal. The reports submitted were from areas miles away
utilizing completely different water basins and drainages. A local water table test
would be required as the proposal states “Laughinwell Creek” runs through their
development. This basin has it’s own aquafer in which supports the pond in their
proposed development. This creek is powered by the aquafer’s spring upstream
approximately 2 miles. The use of wells in the area could impact the direct local
aquafer resulting in the spring head to dry up. This would impact on the pond the
state owns, Simpco Estates owns, local wildlife, local water irrigation rights. A
proper localized study of water in the area and use of wells is required to meet local,
state, and federal guidelines.







































We aren’t doing that type of thing in this situation. So | wonder if there was another
reference to living around eagles or development?

Thanks
Mark

Mark Young | Contracting & Finance
K2 Excavation & Construction, LLC
mark@k2excavation.org

C 858.232.4586

From: Flack,Brandon <brandon.flack@idfg.idaho.gov>
Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at 3:04 PM

To: Mark Young <mark@k2excavation.org>, Cynda Herrick <cherrick@valleycountyid.gov>,
Berkley,Regan <regan.berkley@idfg.idaho.gov>

Subject: Re: SUB 25-013 Eld Ranch Estates ~ Appeal of PZ Commission Approval

Hi Mark,

For your information and as an update to our previous email, we received a report about a
bald eagle nest very close to the Eld Ranch Estates property. I spoke with the reporting
party who gave me a good idea where the nest tree is located. I have asked one of our

wildlife biologists if he can go take a look and verify the nest location. He will probably not
be able to do that until next week.

The reported nest tree is generally located near the northeast corner of the Eld Ranch
Estates property, near the property line with the Simpco Lands property on Laffinwell Creek.
I know you are not planning to develop that area for a while but think it is a good idea to
get this on your radar now since eagles show high site fidelity to their nest sites and return
to the same nest year after year. As I described in our previous email yesterday, eagles are
protected under the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. Eagle nests may not be
disturbed or destroyed, even outside of the nesting period when eagles are not present.
Federal regulations define disturb as “to agitate or bother a bald or goiden eagle to a degree
that causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 1) injury
to an eagle, 2) a decrease in its productivity, by substantially interfering with normal
breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest abandonment, by substantially
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheitering behavior" (50 CFR 22.6).

Enforcement of this law is the responsibility of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).
We recommend that you contact the local USFWS office to discuss the options that area
available to you. The USFWS Boise office number is 208-378-5243.

I can provide you with an update once our biologist has gone out to the reported location.

Thanks,

Brandon Flack

Regional Technical Assistance Manager
Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game
Southwest Region

15950 N. Gate Bivd.

Nampa, ID 83687

Ph: (208) 854-8947





