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​Serenity Fields Subdivision​

​Wildland Urban Interface Fire Protection Plan​

​Draft Narrative​

​General Statement​

​Serenity Fields is a proposed 4 lot rural residential subdivision located on approximately 10​
​acres in Valley County, Idaho. The property is primarily open ground and pasture type land and​
​is not heavily forested. Because the subdivision contains fewer than five lots and the property is​
​not characterized by significant forested fuel loading, this plan is being submitted by the​
​applicant using the Valley County WUI Fire Protection Plan form. The intent of this plan is to​
​identify the site’s existing wildfire conditions and describe the mitigation measures that will​
​reduce risk to life and property.​

​Section 1. Wildfire Risk Assessment​

​1. Site description including slopes, aspect, and significant topographic features

​The site consists of approximately 10 acres of open rural land proposed for a 4 lot residential​
​subdivision. The property is generally open and very gently sloping, with no steep or​
​mountainous terrain, narrow draws, or heavily timbered slopes. The land does not contain major​
​topographic features that would significantly intensify wildfire behavior or create unusual​
​limitations for firefighting access. The site is more accurately described as open grass and​
​pasture ground..​

​2. Existing vegetation and fuel hazards, distribution, and continuity

​Existing vegetation on the property consists primarily of grasses and light pasture type ground​
​cover. There are no major concentrations of dense brush, continuous timber, or other heavy​
​wildland fuels. Fuel continuity across the property is limited compared with forested sites, and​
​the primary wildfire concern is surface spread through seasonal grasses rather than intense​
​forest fire behavior. Farm animal grazing, regular mowing and/or seasonal maintenance will​
​further reduce this fuel load.​

​3. Fire history, including occurrence, causes, typical wind, and climatic
​conditions

​We are not aware of any significant fire history on the property itself. Like much of Valley​
​County, the area can be subject to elevated wildfire risk during hot, dry summer conditions,​
​especially during periods of wind and low humidity. However, because this site is predominantly​
​open grassland rather than dense forest, its fuel loading and expected fire behavior are more​
​limited than in wooded subdivisions.​
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​4. Existing roads and bridges, including widths, grades, and weight limits​

​Access to the subdivision is provided by the existing driveway connection from the public road.​
​This driveway is proposed to be widened to 28’ and improved and will become the private road​
​serving the subdivision, to be known as Serenity Fields Lane. There are no bridges within the​
​proposed internal access route. Road improvements will be completed in a manner that​
​supports emergency vehicle access and the fire department has approved the plans for the​
​proposed private road.​

​5. Location of existing structures and estimate of proposed density, types, and​
​sizes of planned structures​

​The property currently contains one existing residence. The proposed subdivision will create​
​four residential lots total, including the existing homesite and three additional lots intended for​
​future single family homes. Development density is low and consistent with surrounding rural​
​residential uses.​

​6. Infrastructure that may affect wildland fire risk​

​Infrastructure that may affect fire risk includes future residential utility services, residential​
​propane installations if used by future homes, and normal electrical service associated with​
​these residences. The subdivision will also include a buried 10,000 gallon fire suppression water​
​tank intended to support structural fire response.​

​7. Existing features that may assist in controlling a wildfire​

​Existing features that may assist in wildfire control include the open nature of the site, the limited​
​amount of heavy vegetation, and the existing access connection from the public road. In​
​addition, the proposed buried 10,000 gallon fire tank will provide an on site water source for fire​
​suppression and improve emergency response capability within the subdivision.​

​8. Current structural and wildland fire jurisdictional agencies​

​Structural fire response will be provided by the local fire protection jurisdiction serving this area​
​of Valley County, currently McCall Fire Department. Wildland fire response may also involve​
​other responding agencies as applicable based on fire conditions and jurisdiction.​

​9. Effect of proposed development on current wildland fire risk within the​
​development area and to adjacent landowners​

​The proposed 4 lot subdivision is not expected to create a substantial increase in wildland fire​
​risk to adjacent landowners because the site is low density, open in character, and not heavily​
​forested. The introduction of additional homes does increase the importance of fire protection​
​planning, but that increase is mitigated through access improvements, on site fire suppression​
​water, ongoing vegetation maintenance, and future defensible space around each home.​
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​Section 2. Wildfire Risk Mitigation​

​10. Access – planned ingress and egress routes​

​Ingress and egress to the subdivision will be provided by the existing driveway, which will be​
​improved and widened as needed to function as the private road serving the lots. This road,​
​Serenity Fields Lane, will provide direct access to each lot and will be maintained to support​
​emergency access.​

​11. Water supply for structural and wildland fire response​

​A buried 10,000 gallon fire suppression tank is proposed as the subdivision’s on site fire​
​protection water source. This tank is intended to provide a reliable water supply for emergency​
​fire response and will be located so it is accessible to responding fire personnel and equipment.​
​The Valley County form specifically contemplates buried tanks, wells, hydrants, and similar​
​systems as appropriate fire protection equipment.​

​12. Estimated response time and distances for jurisdictional fire agencies​

​Emergency response will be provided by the McCallFire Department serving this portion of​
​Valley County. Response time will most likely vary depending on staffing, weather, road​
​conditions, and other active calls. We are located approximately 5 minutes from the McCall Fire​
​Department. The subdivision will be accessed directly from the public road and internal private​
​road system, which will improve emergency access to all proposed lots.​

​13. Planned internal fire protection systems and/or equipment​

​The primary internal fire protection system proposed for the subdivision is the buried 10,000​
​gallon fire suppression tank. Additional fire protection measures will include lot addressing, road​
​identification signage, emergency vehicle access improvements, and compliance with​
​applicable building and fire code requirements for future homes.​

​14. Proposed infrastructure, including road widths, grades, signage, and utilities​

​The existing driveway will be widened to 28’ and improved as necessary to serve as Serenity​
​Fields Lane, the private road for the subdivision. Road name signage and lot addressing will be​
​installed as required for emergency response. Utilities will be installed to serve the lots in​
​accordance with applicable requirements. Any aboveground or belowground utility​
​improvements will be completed in a manner consistent with approved subdivision plans and​
​code requirements.​

​15. Safety zone locations​

​Because the property is largely open grassland with low density development, the improved​
​access road and open areas around future homes will provide practical operational space for​
​emergency response. Each lot will also be developed with defensible space around structures,​
​which will function as an additional safety and fire response area.​
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​16. Planned live and dead fuel treatment actions​

​Fuel treatment for the subdivision will primarily consist of mowing and seasonal maintenance of​
​grasses and similar light vegetation on individual lots and common access areas as applicable.​
​Since the site is not forested and does not contain significant dense brush or timber, large scale​
​thinning, pruning, piling, or timber removal is not anticipated.​

​17. Long term maintenance schedule to sustain fuel treatment effectiveness​

​Long term fuel management will consist of regular seasonal and vegetation maintenance to​
​reduce fine fuels, particularly during the fire season. Future lot owners will be responsible for​
​maintaining defensible space around their own homes, accessory structures, propane tanks,​
​and along driveways in accordance with applicable code requirements and good fire safety​
​practices.​

​18. Analysis of the overall change in wildland fire risk once mitigation actions are​
​implemented​

​After implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, the overall wildland fire risk within​
​the 4 lot subdivision is expected to remain relatively low. The site is not heavily forested and​
​contains primarily grass fuels rather than timber or brush. While structural fire exposure​
​increases with the addition of homes, that risk is reduced by improved access, on site fire​
​suppression water, ongoing vegetation management, and the requirement for defensible space​
​around future homes and structures.​
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