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    Cynda Herrick, AICP, CFM PO Box 1350 
 VALLEY COUNTY 219 North Main Street 

 IDAHO Cascade, Idaho 83611-1350 

 Planning & Zoning Administrator Phone: 208.382.7115 

 Floodplain Coordinator FAX:   208.382.7119 

Email: cherrick@co.valley.id.us 

STAFF REPORT No. 2 (Addendum) 

Amendment to the Valley County Code 

Valley County Waterways Ordinance 

Ordinance 20-11 

HEARING DATE: June 8, 2020 

TO: Board of County Commissioners 

STAFF: Deputy Kevin Turner and Cynda Herrick, AICP, CFM 

REQUEST: Amends Title 4 Chapter 5 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

On May 26, the Valley County Board of Commissioners discussed changes to the proposed 

ordinance based upon testimony from the public. The updated version of the ordinance is 

attached for review. 

FINDINGS: 

1. A properly noticed public hearing was held on May 26, 2020.  The Board of County

Commissioners asked for edits to be made to the proposed ordinance.  The public hearing was

tabled to June 8, 2020.

2. On May 27, 2020, the revised ordinance proposal was posted on the Valley County website

under both “Board of County Commissioners Meetings” and “Ordinances”.   A link was also

added to the main webpage.  Meeting procedures for participation in the public hearing for

June 8, 2020, were posted on the website on June 1, 2020.

3. The deadline for written public comments for the previous public hearing was May 20, 2020.

All comments received after that deadline are included with this staff report.

4. Agency Responses – Received by P&Z Office After May 20, 2020:

1) Valley Soil & Water Conservation District supports the provisions to limit pollutants,

erosion, and sediments.  Other consideration not currently addressed in the Ordinance are:

• For irrigation purposes, some Idaho reservoirs only allow electric motors on the

waterway to cut down on oil entering the irrigation water system

• Small trolling motors, especially electric, an allowance noted for near-shore fishing.

• Human-powered paddleboats – some are technically motors. (May 18, 2020)

2) Valley Soil & Water Conservation District are in favor of keeping the 300ft no-wake zone

for Cascade Lake.  It is appropriate at this time that we are actively experiencing and

addressing increasing hazardous lake water quality.  A healthy lake is integral to our

community, all water users, and the economy. (June 3, 2020)
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3) Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, 2019 Monitoring Report Cascade Reservoir 

and the North Fork Payette River (HUC 17050123) between Payette Lake and Cascade 

Reservoir. The report was delivered by the Valley Soil & Water Conservation District. 

 

 

5. Responses in FAVOR – Received by P&Z Office After May 20, 2020: 

 

• The proposed ordinance retains the essentials of Ordinance 08-01 and extends needed 

regulations to the entire county.  

• It will promote and protect the health, safety, and property of all Valley County residents 

and visitors.   

• It will protect the water in Valley County. 

• All boat ramps should be provided with a rinsing zone and mandatory checking station for 

invasive species. 

• It will protect McCall’s drinking water.  

• Non-motorized zones in the Meanders and north of the Tamarack Falls bridge are 

supported. 

• A 4-foot wave has 16 times the energy of a one-foot wave. Large waves damage docks and 

beaches and reduce water quality. 

 

1) Valley County Pathways, May 23, 2020 

2) Deirdre Abrams, May 20, 2020 

3) Rik Thomas, May 20, 2020 

4) Ruth Lewinski, May 20, 2020 

5) Diane Barker, Warm Lake Summer Resident, May 21, 2020 

6) James Crawford, 14075 Morell Road, May 20, 2020 

7) Earl Dodds, May 20, 2020 

8) Jamie Melbo, McCall, May 20, 2020 

9) Kathleen Malone, May 20, 2020 

10) Lois Lenzi, 1946 Warren Wagon Road, May 20, 2020 

11) Pamela Pace, May 24, 2020 

12) Scott and Connie Harris (May 14 and June 2, 2020) 

13) Rick Richins, May 21, 2020 

 

 

6. Responses in Favor but Requesting Changes  - Received After May 20, 2020: 

 

• Extend the no-wake zone on Boulder Creek inlet to more than 100 feet. 

• All users should go slow through the Narrows on Payette Lake. 

• Include provision allow water ski starts within the no-wake zone 

• 4-5-6(B) should include any motorized recreational vehicles to protect the river and 

riverside habitat from recreational vehicle fording. 

• Request for larger no-wake zones for wake vessels. 

• Additional buoy markers to mark no-wake zones. 
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• Those under the age of 16 should be allowed to operate a personal watercraft if the 

person has completed a watercraft safety course or possesses an Idaho driver’s license or 

permit. 

• Those under the age of 16 should NOT be allowed to operate a personal watercraft. 

• The no-wake zone on Lake Cascade should be greater than 100 feet due to added wave 

damage from boat wakes, safety, and escalating cyanobacterium blooms. 

• 4-5-5 B.1 Omission of word “Vessel” means that anything that jumps a wake is in 

violation, including a tube; revise wording.  

• Opposition to adopting changes by resolution (Section 4-5-6.D2) 

• Opposition to water ski starts at the dock/shore 

 

1) Barbara Mossman, May 20, 2020 

2) Stacy Bowers, 104 Mather Road, May 20, 2020 

3) Marla Scarborough, 4266 W Quail Ridge Drive, May 18, 2020 

4) Wesley Keller, 250 Moonridge Drive, received June 1, 2020 

5) Bill and Gemma VanHole, June 1, 2020 

6) Cami Baker, May 22, 2020 

7) Moe Therrien, 1552 Warren Wagon Road #2, May 27, 2020 

8) Laura Bechdel, 771 Knights Road, June 1, 2020 

9) Scott and Connie Harris, June 3, 2020 

10) Susan Bechdel, June 3, 2020 

11) Jacque Long, Cascade, June 3, 2020 

 

7. Responses in Opposition - Received After May 20, 2020 

 

• Vague language that does not provide any guidance for boaters or law enforcement to abide 

by in a consistent manner. 

• Ordinance is in favor of homeowners along Payette Lake.  

• Ordinance unfairly targets wake boats. 

• Damage/erosion to Payette Lake’s beaches are due to waves from the wind, not boats. 

• Opposed to the evening speed limit of 20 mph as 32 mph is needed to keep front of boat 

lowered so driver can see water directly in front of boat. 

• More rules and regulations are not necessary. 

 

1) John Cacopardo, 2169 Payette Drive, May 21, 2020 

2) Kyle Yearsley, May 21, 2020 

3) Ken and Kris Litzinger, 514 Sawyer Lane F Street, May 20, 2020 

4) Dennis Marguet, Cascade, May 21, 2020 

5) Luke Evans, May 22, 2020 

6) Dean Hovdey, Home Town Sports, June 3, 2020 

 

8. Other: 

 

1) Susan Bechdel asking that comments received after May 20th be admitted into the record. 

(June 1, 2020) 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

 

• Procedures for Participation in the Public Hearing on June 8, 2020 

• Revised Proposed Ordinance No. 20-11.  

• Responses 

 

 END OF STAFF REPORT 

 


















































































































































































