MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF TWIN OAKS,
TWIN OAKS TOWN HALL
ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2025


Mayor Russ Fortune called the meeting of the Twin Oaks Board of Aldermen to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll Call was taken:  

In Attendance:
· 
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· Alderman Lisa Eisenhauer 
· Alderman Joe Krewson
· Alderman Jim Crawford
· Alderman Tim Stoeckl
· Mayor Russ Fortune	 

	
Also Present:  
· 
· April Milne, City Clerk
· Paul Rost, City Attorney
· Jake Kemper, Public Works Supervisor
					
Permanent records are kept of all minutes and ordinances. Each ordinance is read a minimum of two times by title, unless otherwise noted.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mayor Russ Fortune asked for a motion to approve the agenda. 

· Motion: To approve the agenda.
Moved by: Alderman Joe Krewson
Seconded by: Alderman Jim Crawford
Vote: Motion approved by a unanimous vote.   

CITIZEN COMMENTS

No Citizen Comments

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Fortune asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of the Regular Meeting Minutes from August 6, 2025, and the Bills list from August 2 to August 15.

· Motion: To approve the consent agenda. 
Moved by: Alderman Tim Stoeckl
Seconded by: Alderman Lisa Eisenhauer
Vote: Motion approved by a unanimous vote.   


REPORT OF COMMITTEES/COMMISSION/CONTRACTORS

No Committee reports.


OLD BUSINESS

Code enforcement procedures/discussion of hearing officer candidates: City Clerk Milne presented a mock code sweep that identified several violations across the city. Public Works Supervisor, Jake Kemper performed the sweep and provided photos for the Board to review. 

The Board discussed citywide code and nuisance violations and agreed to shift from a reactive to a proactive approach. An educational email with generic examples will be sent by the end of August, giving residents until September 30, 2025 for voluntary compliance, supported by a fall bulk cleanup with Gateway. Enforcement will prioritize serious health and safety issues, while lesser violations will follow as the process matures. Persistent violators will advance from courtesy letters to formal notices, hearings, and potential city abatement. 

The Board discussed options for appointing a Hearing Officer, who will oversee code enforcement appeals and receive compensation for their service.  Candidates included an attorney from an outside firm and a resident volunteer.

· Motion: To appoint resident Ryan McGowan as Hearing Officer. 
Moved by: Alderman Eisenhauer
Seconded by: Alderman Krewson
Vote: Motion approved by a unanimous vote.   


NEW BUSINESS
Review of 2007-2008 Stormwater Comprehensive Plan-Russ Fortune: Mayor Russ Fortune reviewed the historic stormwater plan, which identified 11 deficient areas, most of which have since been addressed through stormwater improvement projects such as lining the condo stream with gabion rock, drain and sewer upgrades on Autumn Leaf Drive, Boly Lane, and Golden Oak Court, and adjusting the height of the dam to increase the park retention pond capacity. 
Sediment control remains an issue, contributing to frequent pond pump failures. Crescent Road drainage and sidewalk improvements are underway, while larger storm pipe upgrades on Golden Oak remain scheduled under MSD for FY2030. 
Beginning in January 2026, a new statute will provide cities with an annual stormwater grant from MSD, allocated by population size and may be banked to apply toward larger future projects. The maximum grant available to the City is $30,000 per year. Staff also noted that MSD clearing the blocked drain on Golden Oak and confirmed that past stormwater projects have resolved or controlled historic problem areas. Reference maps and materials from the original study remain available for Board review.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

No discussion items. 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT

No Attorney’s report.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Public Works Supervisor Jake Kemper provided an update on ongoing maintenance and projects. He informed the Board that Cardinal Pump inspected the city waterfall pump and determined it to be beyond repair, with replacement more cost-effective than repair. 
He reviewed maintenance upkeep that included clearing blackberry bushes at Bell House, weeding and mulching at the park and intersections, trash pickup, cleaning Crescent Road edges following repaving, pest control measures at City Hall (bids received), and asphalt repair at the Golden Oak Court pathway. 
Repairs related to hail damage at 50 Crescent Road remain in progress, and roofing contractors have collected a siding sample from the Bell House for insurance claims processing. 
A proposal to bring goats into Northwoods this fall for invasive plant control was presented to the Board.  The Board asked for clarification on availability for this fall. 
Staffing updates noted that seasonal employee Joe completed his term and has headed back to Columbia for the semester but may return during breaks. 
The Board determined that the waterfall pump needed to be replaced immediately.
· Motion: To authorize the Mayor to execute a contract with Cardinal Pump for purchase and installation of a new waterfall pump up to $15,000. 
Moved by: Alderman Joe Krewson
Seconded by: Alderman Lisa Eisenhauer
Vote: Motion approved by a unanimous vote.   






CITY CLERK’S REPORT


City Clerk Milne shared updates on City projects. Crescent Rd/Crescent Ave paving is complete and well received. Crescent Road sidewalk and utility work is nearing completion, and construction at the Boly entrance is complete. The TAP grant award is pending, with an announcement expected by October. 

Administrative initiatives include a website redesign with EVOGOV, quotes for new building exterior signage, and upcoming citizen education sessions on topics such as home safety, fraud prevention, and code/property maintenance, to be held prior to meetings. 

The Park Committee will meet on August 21 to finalize reservation policy updates and report back at the next meeting. Capital project ideas for 2026 will be compiled for review during October budget meetings.

MAYOR & ALDERMEN COMMENTS

Joe Krewson asked for clarification regarding the removal of the center stripe on Crescent Road following the paving. City Clerk Milne explained that the removal aligns with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and reflects safety considerations for a roadway not wide enough to safely accommodate a center stripe (minimum width 20’). Residents whose driveways intersect with Crescent Road may still use one-way travel in the opposite direction informally, while enforcement will target non-resident traffic. The Board affirmed that the original 2018 stripe installation was inappropriate and confirmed that the current removal follows proper process.

Jim Crawford asked for clarification on a letter regarding an injury in the park. The claim was turned over to insurance.

FINAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

No Citizen comments.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the regular meeting. 

· Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Moved by: Alderman Joe Krewson
Seconded by: Alderman Lisa Eisenhauer
Vote: Motion approved by a unanimous vote.  

The regular meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 


Drafted By: 	
                     Paula Dries
                     Assistant City Clerk

	
Date of Approval: 	                                       

ATTEST:


________________________			_____________________________
April Milne						Russ Fortune,
City Clerk                              				Mayor, Board of Aldermen 
