MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF TWIN OAKS,
TWIN OAKS TOWN HALL
ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 2024


Mayor Russ Fortune called the meeting of the Twin Oaks Board of Aldermen to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll Call was taken:  

In Attendance:
· 
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· Alderman Lisa Eisenhauer
· Alderman Joe Krewson
· Alderman Dennis Whitmore
· Alderman Tim Stoeckl
· Mayor Russ Fortune	 

	
Also Present:  
· 
· April Milne, City Clerk
· Paul Rost, City Attorney                                                   
· Financial Consultant, Dave Watson
· BFA Consultant, Tiffany Danz

						
Permanent records are kept of all minutes and ordinances. Each ordinance is read a minimum of two times by title, unless otherwise noted.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mayor Russ Fortune asked for a motion to approve the Agenda.

· Motion: To approve the agenda. 
Moved by: Alderman Joe Krewson
Seconded by: Alderman Lisa Eisenhauer
Vote: All in favor, none opposed. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Real and Personal Property Tax Rates for the 2024 calendar tax year: Mayor Fortune opened the public hearing. Financial Consultant, David Watson explained that the state collects all the assessed values of property provided by St. Louis County Assessor’s Office. That data is plugged into a formula to determine the tax rates. This is all in compliance with the Hancock Amendment. The assessed valuation was $25,664,449 across all property classification. The Commercial property tax is the only one that applies for the City of Twin Oaks and the projected revenue from the assessment for those properties increased by 1.7%. With no public question or opposition the Board approved the tax rate and Mayor Fortune closed the hearing. 

Review of concept plans for Hartzog Lane Pedestrian Improvement Project (Municipal Park Grant) project: Mayor Fortune opened the Public Hearing. In attendance for the Public meeting were residents: Mr. Jim Crawford (park committee) and Mrs. Cynthia Cornelius (park committee). City Clerk April Milne presented the historical context for the Twin Oaks Park. She stated the park was established as a pedestrian-oriented park with the original design featuring limited parking and multiple pedestrian access points. She detailed how the completion of Highway 141 altered the parks access and a new entrance was built off Crescent Ave allowing parking for the first time. She conclude her presentation showing that all access points have all been improved with the exception of Hartzog Lane.  
BFA Consultant, Tiffany Danz presented the proposed improvements. She presented two proposals for submission reminding everyone that this Grant includes an 80/20 match, with the City of Twin Oaks matching 20% of the Grant money. 
 
· Option A: Install a sidewalk with storm water management.
· Option B: Widen the road lanes to 11-foot drive lanes without the sidewalk.
Discussion ensued resulting in concerns raised about vehicle interactions with pedestrians and a preference for Option A to enhance pedestrian safety. 

· Motion: To approve Phase One Option A for the Park Grant Application in 2025. 
Moved by: Alderman Dennis Whitmore
Seconded by: Alderman Eisenhauer
Vote: All in favor, none opposed. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS

No citizen comments.


APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Fortune asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of Regular Meeting Minutes from August 21, 2024, the Bills List from August 17, 2024 to August 30, Bills List from August 31, 2024 to September 13, 2024 and the Credit Card Statement for August. 

· Motion: To approve the consent agenda. 
Moved by: Alderman Tim Stoeckl
Seconded by: Alderman Krewson
Vote: All in favor, none opposed. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEES/COMMISSION/CONTRACTORS

Police Report: Office Wehner presented the police report for the month of August that included radio calls, written reports, traffic stops, crimes and auto accidents. He reported on recent car larcenies reminding residents to lock vehicles to prevent opportunistic crimes. He also reported on the Meramec Station Incident stating that there has been a subject identified and the investigation is ongoing. 

Financial Statement for August: Financial Consultant, Dave Watson presented to the Board the Financial Statement ending August 31, 2024. 

He reviewed revenues and expenditures, showing an increase of 3% for revenues and expenditures increasing by 15% due to the start of the Crescent Road Improvement Project. He commented that the City remains financially strong and on track with budget projections. He reminded the Board that there will be an upcoming Capital Budget meeting for 2025 on Thursday, September 26 at 12:30 pm.  

Park Committee: Park Chairman, Jim Crawford reported on the preparations for Family Fun Day and the 30th Anniversary of Twin Oaks Park. Both events will be held on Saturday, September 28 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. He reviewed the games and snacks that will be served and stated that Jukebox Heroes will be performing. The 30th Anniversary Celebration will have a table set up with cupcakes and historical information. He invited the board to join in any of the numerous events. He concluded with Movie Night that will be held on October 18 and the movie will be “Young Frankenstein”

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business to report.
     
NEW BUSINESS

Appointment of a new Park Committee Member: Mayor Fortune made the recommendation to the Board to appoint Leah Harwell as a new park committee member.

· Motion: To approve Leah Harwell to the Park Committee. 
Moved by: Alderman Whitmore
Seconded by: Alderman Eisenhauer
Vote: All in favor, none opposed


Bill No. 24-17: An Ordinance Establishing the Annual Rate of Tax Levy for the Year 2024 on all Real and Personal Property within the City of Twin Oaks, Missouri; Providing for the Extension of Said Taxes on the Books of the Collector of Revenue; and Providing for the Collection Thereof By the Collector for the City of Twin Oaks, Missouri.
City Clerk Milne read Bill No. 24-17. With no questions or comments City Clerk Milne read Bill No. 24-17 for a second time. 

· Motion: To approve Bill No. 24-17
Moved by: Alderman Whitmore
[bookmark: _GoBack]Seconded by: Alderman Krewson
Vote: 	Alderman Eisenhauer-aye
Alderman Krewson-aye 
Alderman Whitmore-aye
			Alderman Stoeckl-aye

Mayor Fortune stated that Bill No. 24-17 being duly passed becomes Ordinance No. 24-17.

Resolution No. 2024-15: A RESOLUTION OF THE TWIN BOARD OF ALDERMEN APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH HENDEL LAWNCARE, INC. FOR CURBSIDE LEAF VACUUMING SERVICES. 
City Clerk Milne read Resolution No. 2024-15. 

· Motion: To approve Resolution No. 2024-15
Moved by: Alderman Eisenhauer
Seconded by: Alderman Whitmore
Vote: All in favor, none opposed. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS

No Discussion items.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT

No Attorney Report. 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT

City Clerk Milne referred the Board to the written report and provided a summary of its contents. She reported on the progress of the City Hall roof repairs, new camera installation at the park and the new employee timesheet reporting system. She updated the Board on the status of the sidewalk construction, and plans for the Boly Ln. entrance. She presented to the Board a proposal for Election Filing. She stated that the St. Louis County Board of Elections (BOE) offers an option to municipalities to have the BOE handle all candidate filings. This would eliminate the need for having to have someone in the office on December 31st for the filing deadline but would mean that candidates would need to go to the BOE office in St. Ann to file. City Attorney, Paul Rost, interjected that there will be a resolution at the next board meeting for the Aldermen to discuss.
 
MAYOR & ALDERMEN COMMENTS

Mayor Fortune: Expressed his thanks to the residents that have offered camera footage to the police to help with the recent car larcenies and encouraged residents to contact police if they see a crime. He recognized City Attorney, Paul Rost receipt of the Lou Czech Award for professionalism and ethics. 

Alderman Krewson: Expressed his enthusiasm for the new sidewalk including elderly citizen testimonials. He asked the board to consider continuing the sidewalk to the park entrance in light of the positive feedback for the current sidewalk. 

Alderman Whitmore: Asked the board to consider adding additional cameras for increased safety throughout the City.

FINAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

No final citizen comments.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business Mayor Fortune asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Moved by: Alderman Eisenhauer
Seconded by: Alderman Stockel
Vote: All in favor, none opposed. 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 


Drafted By: 	
                     Paula Dries
                     Assistant City Clerk

	
Date of Approval: 	                                       

ATTEST:


________________________			_____________________________
April Milne						Russ Fortune,
City Clerk                              				Mayor, Board of Aldermen 
