[bookmark: _GoBack]Dukes Conservation District Meeting  		Minutes
Date: April 14, 2026  1:15 p.m.

Questions: 508.693.4239

Supervisors & Guests Present:  Rick Karney, Kristen Geagan, Bill Wilcox, Maggie Craig, Biochar project , Stef Paventy, MACD and Sheri Caseau, MVC

REGULAR MEETING:
Treasurer’s report: Balance as follows for March 31 : $4689.98  
Approval of minutes:  March 17 Minutes  

NRCS report:
MACD report: Bristol County now has a Board of Supervisors and Suffolk has a public meeting coming up
EOEEA report:

Other business:
Update on FY24 District grants:  Final report in Draft stage --Approved

FY25 Innovation grant:  
· Update on Biochar grant progress/status- a demonstration using the Healthy Soils funds will be done at Tea Lane Nursery and Milkweed Farm in May
· Discuss requesting roll over of grant funds into FY27

Other unforeseen items:
1. Sheri described urine diverting toilets that significantly reduce nitrogen going to the septic system.  The Lagoon Pond assoc. plans to install systems in 25 to 50 houses in the watershed in spring 2027.  The urine is stored and pasteurized for collection for use on farms.  The Dept. of Environmental protection is expected to approve these systems as a way to address watershed nitrogen loading excess.  Most of our watersheds exceed nitrogen limits and these will be far less expensive than other approaches. 
2. State Committee District 1 rep report: Bill reported that he will not need to serve
3. Review of letter to Senator Cyr in support of the Healthy Soils Program funding- Approved to send
Outstanding Statements: None at this time.  

Adjourned at: 2:00
Next Meeting: 5/19
 MVAS- Martha’s Vineyard Agricultural Society  MVC Martha’s Vineyard Commission
NRCS  	USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services  EQIP  NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
NACD  National Association of Conservation Districts  MACD Mass Association of Conservation Districts  
IGI	Island Grown Initiative	PHA Polly Hill Arboretum  SMF Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation
EOEEA/EEA  State Exec Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs  MVC  Martha’s Vineyard Commission
