
Seymour Public Works Department 

'Toi.vn of Seymour 
721 Derby Avenue 

Sey111our, Connecticut 06483 

Board of Public Works 
Monday, August 9th, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

Public Works Garage 

Members Present: Pat Lombardi, Bill Stowe, Quinn Levey, Tom LaPaglia 
Members Absent: Rich Demko 
Others Present: Tony DePrimo, Sean Strumello, Frank Gabianelli 

Item #1: Call Meeting to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM. 

Item #2: Pledge of Allegiance 

All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Item #3: Public Comment 
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Item #3a: Presentation from Kayleigh Carson Gold Star Award Project on Gazebo 
Refurbishing 

Beth Carson (mother of Kayleigh Carson) was present to give an overview of the project. 
The idea for the project came about after Alex Danka contacted her about graffiti in the 
gazebo on Walnut Street. This project will refurbish the gazebo and make the area more 
usable as a park. The railings and roofing will be replaced on the gazebo, and a fresh coat 
of paint will be applied. Rob Stevenson, a carpenter, is helping with the project. The 
landscape around the gazebo will also be improved. Joelle Anderson from Dragonflies in 
downtown Seymour is helping out with selecting flowers to go around the outside of the 
gazebo. There will also be a labyrinth constructed for people to walk through. This will 
serve as a calming site for park goers. In order for the labyrinth to be safe to walk 
through, Kayleigh is requesting the aid of the DPW to level the area. The ground to the 
left of the gazebo is not level, and would not be safe for people to walk around on. About 
a 20" x 20" area needs to be leveled for the labyrinth. 
Pat Lombardi noted that the Board of Selectmen have already voiced their approval for 
this project. 
Frank Gabianelli is going to coordinate a time table with Kayleigh in order to get the 
ground leveling accomplished. 
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Item #4: Approve June Minutes 

Bill Stowe made a motion to approve the June minutes. 
Second: Quinn Levey 
3-0-1 Approved 
Tom LaPaglia abstained from the vote due to his absence at the June meeting. 

Item #5: Discussion on Parks and Schools 

Parks are in the middle of their summer maintenance. They are being mowed 2-3 times per 
week. The DPW is working on getting more mulch for the parks. 
Tom LaPaglia asked about who is responsible for maintenance down by the fish ladder. Frank 
said that the area where the ladder lets out is state property, and the DPW is not allowed down 
there. 

Item #6: Financial Update 

The new budget year started recently. Looking at the financial report, Pat Lombardi asked why 
the communications and telephones account is already showing a $2800 deficit. Mr. DePrimo 
said that they paid a one-time fee for unlimited phone use, and he doesn't know why that account 
would be in the red. He suggested that this could have something to do with the GPS system, but 
he will ask Tony Caserta about it. Perhaps funds were pulled out of the wrong account, or the 
GPS was not accounted for. Mr. DePrimo said that he hasn't been receiving invoices for all 
expenses, including phone bills. There was a problem in the past with the public works phone 
bill being tied in with the fire department's, but Mr. DePrimo said he believed this had been 
fixed. 

Item #7: Vehicle Update 

A new Chevy Mason Dump truck has been ordered. 

Item #8: Transfer Station Update 

The scale bid went through and was approved. There was a $30,000 shortfall from the initial bid, 
and Pat Lombardi said he pushed hard to get this approved at the Board of Selectman meeting. 
He said he wanted to make sure this project gets moving, as it is very important to monitor what 
is going into the transfer station. Now we are waiting on parts and materials to come in for the 
scale. The lead time for this project is around 14 weeks. The last scale was put in in the 1970s, so 
the transfer station is overdue for a scale. 
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The transfer station was broken into again. Pat Lombardi once again stressed the need for a 
keypad system and additional cameras. He wants our grants coordinator to look into money 
available for protecting the transfer station and public works garage. Ifwe can't get a grant, these 
items will be put into next year's budget as a line item. Mr. Lombardi stressed that the assets at 
the transfer station need to be protected. During one break in, parts were stolen off a vehicle at 
the transfer station. 

Item #9: Work Update/Director's Report 

*See attached June and July director's reports 
The street sweeper was in use these past two months. The whole town was swept, and the 
sweeper is now focused around the industrial park and downtown. 

Trash pickup tonnage is an estimate based on previous data. This cannot be precisely measured 
since there is not a working scale at the transfer station. 

Wood grinding was done at the transfer station. This was more expensive this month, about 
double the price using the normal vendor. The DPW tried reaching out to a few additional 
vendors, but they never received a response. 

Item #10: Other Business 

Item #lOa: Capital Projects Update 

The $30,000 deficit for the scale was pulled out of capital funds for Public Works. There 
was $297,000 allocated for all departments from the capital fund. $213,000 of this is 
going to the DPW. This will be put towards GasBoy software, a project that will be done 
next year, and a storage building that will cost $90,000. The storage building has not been 
put out to bid yet. 
Usually the department receives $100,000 for dump truck replacement funds, but they did 
not receive this this year. 

Item #lOb: Public Works Contract Update 

The public works contract was agreed to by the Board of Selectmen. As with most 
departments, the DPW took a hit on insurance. Salary increases were set at 2.49% per 
year. Also, the labor rate has increased to $19.00 from $15.00 per hour. This will allow 
Seymour to be more competitive with the labor rates of surrounding towns. 
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Item #lOc: Oakridge Trash/Recycling Contract Update 

Oakridge had submitted a proposal with an enormous cost increase, which the Board of 
Selectmen rejected. On the day of the meeting, Mr. Decker (the president of Oakridge) 
came out with another contract that had a 22% increase in cost. The current contract then 
got extended through July 31" to give both sides an opportunity to revisit the contract. 
The new contract, which was agreed upon, expires July 2025. Mr. DePrimo geared his 
response to the contract towards customer service. There are now clauses written into the 
contract that will hold Oakridge accountable for customer service. Mr. DePrimo said they 
are going to start a log of valid customer complaints (e.g., picking up too early, only 
picking up trash or recycling, not picking up a street, etc.). There is now more wiggle 
room since the contract is only valid for four years. Other alternative vendor contracts 
will be reviewed during this time, and Seymour will search for the best option possible. 

Frank Gabianelli said that a new laborer was just hired. The new crew leader position was just 
posted, and the driver position was supposed to be posted at the same time. This was discussed in 
a meeting with HR the previous week. Quinn Levey asked ifthe crew leader position was going 
to be an internal or external hire. Mr. DePrimo said that either is possible. 

Item #11: Public Comment 

No public comment. 

Item #12: Adjournment 

Quinn Levey made a motion to adjourn at 7:58 PM 
Second: Tom LaPaglia 
Approved 4-0 
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. 'H:E 

SITE/DESCRIPTION of Servic~s hrs 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STREET SWEEPING 

ROADSIDE/SIDEARM MOWING 

Pothole Repairs 

Trash Run 
Bulk-Pkup 

Tree Trimming 

Jun-21 

96 
80 

16 
8 

200 

Total
seasonal/ Hrs/Com LANE 

Driver-hrs Labor-Hrs Hrs bine , MILES 

96 
24· 144 248 
16 16 32 
8 56 64 

16 64 96 
8 16 

72 280 o 552 

Street-sweeping keep town roads, mains, Down-town, and Industrial ctr clean 

100.5 

100.5 

Sidearm & Roadside mowing to keep town intersections and insitely overgrowth manicured and dean. 

·leaves ; ;-Asphait 

tons :tons 

o 

Tree Trimming completed as a preventative maintenance for the towwnforestry also removing low lying limbs for public safety 

55 potholes were repaired using 4 tons of asphalt 

TRASH RUN approx 2 tons of trash removed from town cans across town, and parks. 

'# .. ;. '~-~ T~Sh::. 
. repairs. · tons 

4 55 

53 

4 108 

; tt~ci.irb~ 
·inStan· 

2 
10 

12 

Bulk-pkup A total of 53 residents were seiviced on schedule for bulk-pick-up, Approx 10-tons of trash was removed from households and hauled to dump 

o 

Brush 

Tons 

1 

1 



Total-· 

' ' H.E briviar- seasoncil/ Hrs/com ·le~ves ,o.s·pna1t. .# 

SJT'E/oescRiPTt6N of serVic~s ,.hrs .. hrS LabOr..:·HrS Hrs bine , LANE MILE tons t6ns·.' repclirs_ 

JULY. 2021 

STREET SWEEPING 120 120 128 
ROADSIDE/SIDEARM MOWING 56 32 176 264 
Tree Trimming 104 80 16 200 
pothole repairs 40 16 56 6 
special projects 96 24 120 
curbing 24 8 32 3.5 
Bulk pick-up 16 64 80 
trash run 8 24 32 

0 

392 248 264 0 904 128 0 9.5 

Street-si.veeping keep town roads, mains, Down-town, and Industrial ctr dean 
Sidearm & Roadside mowing to keep town intersections and insitely overgrowth manicuriid and clean. 
Tree Trimming completed as a preventative maintenance for the towwnforestry also removing low lying limbs for public safety 
175 potholes were repaired across town using 6-tons asphalt 
bocci courts repaired @community ctr, and approx 1100 yd brush pile @TS was grinded special projects 
175 ft of curbing was installed at Duria, Mountain Rd, Whiporwill, Skokorat, and Sharri Dr. 3.5 tons in asphalt in total 
a total of 53 houses were on schedule for bulk-pick-up. Approx 10 tons of trash was removed and hauled to TS. 
TRASH RUN approx 2 tons of trash removed from town cans across town, and parks. 

175 

53 

228 

Trash, ft~Jrb~- Biush · .. 
tOris iriSt~-H . Tons 

3 

175 

10 

10 175 3 


