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TOWN CLERT
Board of Selectpersons N CLER#S OFFICE

Tuesday, August 5, 2025 - 7:00 PM
Norma Drummer Room - Seymour Town Hall

Members Present: Anpnmarie Drugonis, Trisha Danka, Patrick Lombardi, Theresa Conroy, Frederick
Stanek, Al Bruno

Members Absent: Bob Findley

Others Present: Town Counsel, Bryan LeClerc; CAQO, Kurt Miller, Jim Baldwin, John McKenzie, Dana Flach,
Mike Kearney, John Lombardo, Tom Gardella, JoAnn Sardo, Linda Gombos and Gina Ovesny.

ITEM #1: Call meeting to order
First Selectwoman, Annmarie Drugonis, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

ITEM #2: Pledge of Allegiance
Everyone saluted the flag and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ITEM #3: Public Comment:

Patrick Lombardi, 149 Derby Avenue, announced his resignation from the Board of Selectpersons and
Board of Public Works effective immediately. He discussed his career and experience throughout the
years. He stated he is stepping aside so others can serve. He was honored and privileged to serve the
community.

Mike Kearney, 72 Mountain Road, discussed the comments from the First Selectwoman from the June
17 Board of Selectpersons meeting. He discussed her comments regarding House Bill 5002 and a fair
rent commission in town. He discussed a situation with a brick building on Colony Road. He stated this
Bill supersedes Public Act 2230. He stated the minutes should read “fair rent” instead of “fear rent.”

ITEM #4: Approval of minutes from the July 8, 2025 Regular Meeting
~ Motion to approve minutes from the July 8, 2025 Regular Meeting

Motion: Theresa Conroy Second: Al Bruno
Discussion: correct the minutes to read House Bill 5002 instead of House Bill 500 on
Iltem #18.

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugenis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes

Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #5: Proclamation honoring Frederick D. Stanek

Fred was honored at Boy Scouts of America.

Annmarie read the proclamation honoring Fred.

The board members congratulated Fred.

Kristen Bruno, Vice Chair of the Board of Education, congratulated Fred.

ITEM #6: Discussion and possible action regarding tax abatement for the property at 12 Chestnut
Street for George J. Hummel Little League
» Motion to abate taxes for the property at 12 Chestnut Street for George J. Hummel Little League
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Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Fred Stanek

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain
Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Al Bruno — Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #7: Discussion and possible action regarding Delinquent Tax Policy

Annmarie discussed Bob Findley’s notes regarding the policy. He suggested on the real estate
delinquency giving a little more detail regarding giving them 10 days to respond. Where it says “through
the Town” he suggested adding “in practice...”

Dana Flach, Tax Collector, stated she is fine with the changes Bob Findley suggested. She discussed the
process with the board members. The attorneys get the real estate and the marshal gets the motor
vehicles and personal property. Collection agency will get mostly out of state cases. They discussed
adding the language regarding the procedures. They discussed adding “at the Tax Collectors discretion.”
Changes:
¢ Under Real Estate Delinquency - line 1 “A demand notice is issued typically in August
and February, taxpayers are given 10 days to respond, in practice the town generally
allows action to the end of month”
¢ “If delinquency remains unresolved, at the discretion of the Tax Collector the account
may be referred to State Marshal, Collection Agency or Town Attorney for fareclosure
proceedings”

» Motion to approve the Delinquent Tax Policy with the changes discussed

Motion: Al Bruno Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy —Yes

ITEM #8: Discussion and possible action regarding blight fine for 3 Lynn Terrace

Gina Ovesny, 1005 Howe Avenue, Shelton, discussed the chain of events since last year regarding 3 Lynn
Terrace. She is the Executrix of her dad’s estate. She discussed the situation with an eviction of a family
member. She stated everything was out of her hands because she was waiting for a Power of Attorney
or Executrix designation. She had a hearing in March for Blight. She recently sold the property and will
be closing on it soon. She asked the board if they could reduce the fine.

John McKenzie spoke about his memo regarding the case and conditions of the property at this point.
There was a Blight Hearing on March 18™ and the citation was up to $10,300 at that point. Blighted
conditions have not changed and, as of current date, the fine is at $24,000.

Fred and Trisha suggested reducing it at least to the point where she was capable to do things.

Jim Baldwin stated that Johns memo outlined exactly as the Blight Ordinance is to be followed. There
was a fire situation and because of circumstances, the town fenced the property and placed a lien on
the property for securing the property. She did have extenuating circumstances with father’s estate and
a family member. He discussed the hearing. John received as much cooperation as possible.

Fred suggested reducing the fine to $5,500 and ultimately the board agreed on $5,900.

The new owners of the property have a grace period of 30 days under the blight ordinance to get it
cleaned up.
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# Motion to reduce the blight fine for 3 Lynn Terrace to $5,900.00 in accordance with the
discussion, as long as the property is sold within 30 days and the fine is paid in full.

Motion: Fred Stanek Second: Trisha Danka

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annrnarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #9: Discussion and possible action regarding blight fine for 112 Skokorat Street
John McKenzie discussed the circumstance with this property. The property has been abated and
blighted conditions are no longer present as of July 31, 2025.

The blight fine is $6,200.

The property owner, Linda Gombos, discussed her extenuating circumstances. She asked for the fine to
be reduced by whatever they can do.

The board discussed the chain of events and timeline regarding the notices and the communication
between the homeowner and the Blight Enforcement Officer.

Based on the timeframe she potentially needed, requesting a hearing would not have benefited her due
to her circumstances. From June 23" through last inspection of July 31%, the property started to get

cleaned up.
tim stated this property was cleaned up within 3 weeks. He suggested reducing the fine by 21 days.

» Motion to reduce the fine for 112 Skokorat Street to $4,167.00

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conray = Yes

ITEM #10: Discussion and possible action regarding the Capital Improvement Plan
a} Downtown Lighting
b) Library HVAC

Kurt discussed the following:
¢+ Downtown lighting:
o 535,000 is the cost for new mechanicals that run lighting system that is on order. There
are a lot of parts are on back order.
o $20,000 a year for next 2 years for potentially upgrade needs.
¢ Library HVAC
o Looking at grants and different funding opportunities and might have to use some of
LOCiP
o Estimated cost of improvements is $250,000
» Motion to approve the updated Capital Plan to add $35,000 for Downtown Lighting upgrades
and $250,000.00 for the Library HVAC upgrades

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Fred Stanek

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno — Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes
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ITEM #11: Discussion and possible action regarding using LOCiP funds
a) For the repair and upgrade of the lighting controls for the downtown streetscape
b) For the Annual town Line Striping program
c) For the Annual Town Crack Sealing/Filling Roadway Maintenance Schedule

Kurt discussed the following:
The cost would be $22,450.00 for repair and upgrade of the lighting controls for the downtown
streetscape. The intension is to use LOCIP funds to address the issue

Motion to use $22,450 from LOCIP for the repair and upgrade of the lighting controls for the

downtown streetscape

Motion: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes
Annmarie Drugonis — Yes
Trisha Danka - Yes

Second: Theresa Conroy

0-Abstain

Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Theresa Conroy - Yes

$12,000.00 for striping the following roads:
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Botsford Rd.
Chatfield Rd.
Mountain Rd.
Pearl St.
Skokorat St
Bungay Rd.
Old Ansconia Rd.
Church St.
Clinton Rd.,
Martha St.
Schoul St.
George St.
Shelton 5t.
Pershing Ave.
Bunting Rd.
Chucta Rd.
Colony St. Ext.
Davis Rd.
Derby Ave.
Haddad Rd.
Tomlinson Rd.
West St.

Moss Ave.
Briarwcod Dr.
Apple Ln.
Evergreen Terr.
Aspen Ln.

~ Motion to use $12,000 of LOCiP funds for the annual town line striping program

Motion: Trisha Danka

Vote: 5-Yes
Annmarie Drugonis - Yes
Trisha Danka - Yes

Second: Al Bruno

0-Abstain
Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Theresa Conroy - Yes

$49,000 for annual town crack sealing for the following roads:
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Botsford Rd.
Tomlinson Rd.
Church st.
Moss Rd.
Rimmon 5t.
Cedar St.

New St./Hill St.
Bunting Rd.n
Charles Rd.
Argyle Cir.
Birchwood Rd.
Anne Ave.
Mayfair Ave.
Eleanor Rd.
Chatfield St.
Brookfield Rd.
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» Motion to use $49,000 of LOCiP funds for the annual town crack sealing/filling roadway
maintenance schedule

Motion Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy = Yes

ITEM #12: Ordinance Review, Discussion and Possible Action
a) Consideration of revisions to Fire Department Ordinances submitted by Chief Chris Edwards
b) Consideration of revisions to the Sidewalk Ordinance submitted by Code Enforcement
c} Solicitor’s Ordinance
d) Senior Citizen tax incentive
e) Blight Ordinance

Consideration of revisions to Fire Department Ordinances submitted by Chief Chris Edwards
~ Motion to move to Fire Department Ordinances submitted by Chief Chris Edwards to the
Ordinance Committee

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No O-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Al Bruno — Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka —~ Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Consideration of revisions to the Sidewalk Ordinance submitted by Code Enforcement
# Motion to move revisions to the Sidewalk Ordinance submitted by Code Enforcement to the
Ordinance Committee

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote; 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Al Bruno — Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Solicitor’s Ordinance
> Motion to move the Solicitor’s Ordinance to the Ordinance Committee

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain
Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
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Trisha Danka - Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Senior Citizen tax incentive
» Motion to move the Senior Citizen tax incentive to the Ordinance Committee

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Fred Stanek

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka - Yes Theresa Conroy - Yes

Blight Ordinance
» Motion to approve changes to the Blight Ordinance with proposed amendments Attorney

LeClerc mentioned

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka - Yes Theresa Conroy - Yes

ITEM #13: Discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a Food Coalitions Committee
» Motion to create a Food Coalitions Committee

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote:; 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugcnis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #14: Discussion and possible action regarding request from the WPCA for Tax Lien Sales
This matter will be sent to the Town Attorney’s Office.

ITEM #15: Discussion and possible action regarding report from the Charter Revision Commission
Attorney Bryan LeClerc explained the process. The Charter Revision Commission has been working for
months reviewing the Charter, the comments that came from Board of Selectpersons and has listened
to the public. They came up with a draft report outlining what they considered. The Board of
Selectpersons can act on the draft report tonight or at the August 19'" meeting or they can send
recommendations to the Charter Revision Commission and they will meet with the BOS to discuss. The
Board of Selectpersons can approve or reject the proposed amendments in whole or in part and then
set a vote for November Election., The Board decided to meet with the Charter Revision Commission on
August 19'" regarding the following recommendations:

» Motion for the Charter Revision Commission remove the proposed new Section 8(c)(1) Shared

Services

Motion: Fred Stanek Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy - Yes

» Motion for the Charter Revision Commission revise Section 14.3 of the Town Charter with
regard to the language regarding the actions taken at the Annual Town Meeting so that anyone
in attendance at the Annual Town Meeting will not have the ability to change any budgeted
amount as approved by the Board of Finance
Motion: Fred Stanek Second: Theresa Conroy
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Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain
Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy - Yes

Motion for the Charter Revision Commission to delete any wording of Annual Town Meeting
and to discuss.

Motion: Al Bruno Second: Trisha Danka

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka - Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Motion for the Charter Revision Commission to modify Section 12.17 regarding the language for
Town Treasurer — “education, accounting and investment banking background requirements”

Motion: Al Bruno Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Motion for the Charter Revision Commission change the Charter to refer to the First
Selectperson as “First Selectperson” throughout as opposed to “First Selectperson/First
Selectman/First Selectwoman”

Motion: Al Bruno Second: Trisha Danka

Fred Stanek amended the motion that the First Selectperson has the option to use person, man,
or woman. Second by Trisha Danka.

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain
Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Mation to use “their” throughout the Charter as opposed to “his/hers/their”

Motion: Al Bruno Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote: 4-Yes 1-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Al Bruno — Yes Frederick Stanek — No
Trisha Danka - Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #16: Transfers

None.

ITEM #17: Appointments

~

»

Motion to appoint Rev. Patricia Pasley to the Affordable Housing Committee for a term to expire
on December 1, 2027.

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

Motion to appoint Annmarie Drugonis, Kristina Walton, Jessica Kristy, Shannon Bullard, Jenny
Rice and Rev. Tammy Theis-Satterlee to the Food Coalition Committee for a term to expire
December 1, 2027.
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Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain
Annmarie Orugonis - Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #18: Tax refunds/abatements
~ Motion to approve tax refunds/abatements as presented

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Theresa Conroy

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No O-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

ITEM #19: Correspondence
e Planning & Zoning Commission recommendation positive 8-24 referral for Birch Street

» Motion to add to agenda: Executive Session regarding TriTown Plaza pending litigation

Motion: Al Bruno Second: Trisha Danka

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0- Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek - Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy - Yes

» Motion to enter into executive session at 9:03 PM to discuss pending litigation regarding
TriTown matter with Town Attorney and CAO, Kurt Miller

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis —Yes Al Bruno —Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka - Yes Theresa Conroy — Yes

First Selectwoman, Annmarie Drugonis, adjourned executive session

» Motion to authorize the Town Attorneys to proceed as discussed in executive session.

Motion: Trisha Danka Second: Al Bruno

Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain

Annmarie Drugonis — Yes Al Bruno - Yes Frederick Stanek — Yes
Trisha Danka — Yes Theresa Conroy - Yes

ITEM #20: Public comment

Mike Kearney, Mountain Road, congratulated Fred Stanek. He spoke about Pat Lombardi retirement
announcement. He discussed the Blight Ordinance changes. He discussed a few properties in town
regarding Blight issues. He commented on the recommendations regarding the Charter and the Annual
Town Meeting.

ITEM #21: Selectperson’s public comment

Theresa Conroy stated he is disappointed hearing about Pat Lombardi’s resignation and wished him all
the best. She commended all his hard work and years of service. She spoke about the Legion Pool issue.
She asked for a list of the paper roads in town.

Fred Stanek stated that August 29" will be the deadline for the Awards Committee to receive
nominations for the Conroy and King Awards. At the September 2 meeting, the award winners will he
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announced. He stated he is sad to see Pat Lombardi resign. He commended Pat on all of his hard work
and years of service to the town. He also wished Mary, former Curriculum Director, well in her
retirement.

Al Bruno wished Pat Lombardi all the best in his retirement from public service. He thanked him for his
service to the town.

Trisha Danka thanked Pat for his service. She commended him on his hard work and years of service.

ITEM #22: Comments from the First Selectwoman

Annmarie wished Pat Lombardi well in his retirement from public service. She commended all of his hard
work for the town.

The Tax incentive commission will be meeting on the 19" at 6:30 pm

All our underground storage tanks have been removed.

| will be meeting with Haynes to start the process of the Fire Fighters memaorial monument which will go
into the Chusetown Memorial Park.

We have spent the last couple of days using Al to design a sign for Chusetown Community Park, we made
it a fun competition in the office. We will bring the signs to the board and they will vote. No one will know
who designed which sign

We are putting bid specs out for the gutters at the library to have committed 80,000.00 the town will pay
for the rest, we figured it may be around 100 — 120,000.00 there are limited people that can do this type
of repair work. The gutter is built into the roof

The next steps for Bungay School is we will set at the meeting on the 19" we will set a special town
meeting for September 16" specifically for Bungay School, that special town meeting will be adjourned to
referendum on October 9, 2025 at the Community Center. We will use the Code Red to remind voters as
we do with all referendums

UM Mission was here in town last month to perform some work on homes. | was invited to meet the
workers and the residents whom houses were worked on. it was great to watch the videos of the work
being done and hear the stories from the hame owners and young adults that worked on the homes
Audit Update — FY24 & FY25:

o I met with the new town auditors and was debriefed on the FY24 audit. The auditor was
extremely pleased with the condition of Seymour’s books and its overall financial state. There
were major weaknesses determined. We have a surplus of just over $1.2 million, largely due to
the Town's Finance Director and his strategic investment approach. Preparations for FY25 are
underway. The auditors will begin work with the Board of Education next week and will move to
Town operations in September. We have already started uploading information into the audit
portal, with the goal of completing the process by mid-November. This timeline ensures we are
fully prepared for our upcoming presentation to S&P for our bond rating in connection with the
Bungay School project.

o One of the minor findings on the audit was the department is short staffed. The HR and Finance
Director along with the Accounting Manager interviewed several people for the AP position that
has been vacant, they agreed on a candidate, sent an offer letter and the person accepted and
will be starting on the 25" of August. The other minor finding was the time manner in which they
received information but this was due to the department being short staffed.

Seymour Flood — One-Year Update
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On August 19, it will be one year since the flood that impacted Seymour. In total, 16 businesses
and 14 homes were affected. Today, all but one business has reopened, our roads have been
repaired, the home owners who lost their home are officially home and we are still working on
embankments and waiting on answers for Hoadley’s pond. FEMA has approved all of our
paperwork, and the process for Seymour is complete. Unfortunately, some of our surrounding
towns that were also affected have not been as fortunate—many are still submitting paperwork
and awaiting responses.

Economic Update Businesses

Q
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Events

Route 67 Diner is having a grand reopening on Monday the 18* at 12:00 pm.

1st Street Pizza has new owners.

Willow Academy Daycare Facility

Dock 34 ice Cream

Dunkin Donuts New Business inside Henny Penny

Gorgeous By Glam Beauty New Business on Main street

Stop and Shop is renovating the inside of the store

Valley Pharmacy is replacing the old Seybridge pharmacy.

Tu Marqueta Deli — New Business Deli/ Grocery going into building next to Auto zone

Sabo’s Auto Body New addition and completion interior and exterior renovation

Magic Nails where the former hot tub place was in between the gas station and hot grill pizza
Card Store is opening in August

UPS Store submitted plans will be opening hopefully September

Newpaort Health Facility received a temp co today.

| will be meeting with Haynes to discuss a potential mid-size company moving to Seymour.

| have also engaged with our state delegation and the DECD Commissioner Q’Keefe as well as
David Koris stressing the importance of the development of the land behind Stop and Shop which
is an incredible economic engine. This is 4 x the size of quarry walk.

New Homes are being built at

12 meadow Wood Road, 144 Davis Road, 108 Mountain Road,

16 Argyle Circle is being rebuilt due to a fire,

Spring Street Town House development is moving forward.

Brennan Farm has sold — no news as to what is being done with the property,

Ryan's farm did sale but no permits or applications have been submitted to Planning and Zoning.
The attorneys are finalizing the property for Great Hill Dam, the paperwork will be in front of the
board at the next meeting. On a side note | have been speaking with Mr. Raza and he is working
on a presentation about Squantuck and the Keith Mitchel Forrest.

August 9, 2025 Bushi Ban is presenting a Woman's Defense Class from 2:00 pm on the Seymour
location in Klarides Plaza.

August 16'™. The third annual Scavenger Hunt Back Pack event is taking place. Teams will meet at
the Community Center at 4:00 to register the hunt takes place from 5 - 7. We will be showing a
moving at Chatfield Park at 8:00 p. so make sure you bring your blankets and chairs.

Citizen’s Lobster Bake is also taking place on the 16" | believe tickets are still available. Event
starts at 6:00

August 18" QOxford will be having a memorial service for those lives lost in the flood.
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o The Town will be hosting a free roller-skating night at the community center on Friday August 22,
2025 from 7-9

© School starts on the 27" of August we remind all residents to remember to stop and not pass the
busses, to be aware of the students at the bus stops, and you may want to leave a little earlier so
you are not stuck behind busses or garbage trucks.

ITEM #23: Adjournment
Annmarie Drugonis adjourned the meeting at 9:30 PM

Submitted by, Reviewed
Lianna McMurray N}W Annmarie Drugehis
Recording Secretary First Selectwoman
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